25.   LORD AMPTHILUS COMMITTEE
The representation, made by Lord AmpthillV Committee, to
the Secretary of State for the Colonies is a weighty and exhaustive
document. It enables one to study, in a connected and compact
form, the march of events in South Africa regarding Indian matters*
The Committee has shown clearly how the cases cited by it evidence
a policy, on the part of the Union Government, of exterminating
the resident Indian population. The administration of the immi-
gration laws of South Africa makes Indian residence in it more and
more difficult And the licensing law of Natal, at any rate, steps
in where the immigration laws fail to compass our ruin. The
Committee's letter will be a difficult document for the local Govern-
ment to answer.
There is one point made by the Committee which will come as
a surprise both to the Imperial and the local Governments. The
latter have so often stated that South African law does not reco-
gnize polygamy. But the Committee has been able to show that
it has been recognized even as late as 1907 and that, too, by a
statute.- Sections 6 and 7 of Act 2, 1907, of Natal provide :
Sec. 6. The provisions of Section 68 of the Indian Immigra-
tion Law, 1891, shall, as regards Indian immigrants arriving in the
Colony after the commencement of this Act, apply to all marriages
shown in the certified copies of their marriage register, notwith-
standing that any such marriage may be a polygamous marriage.
Sec. 7. The Protector of Indian Immigrants may, on the app-
lication of any Indian immigrants, men and women, who shall have
arrived in the Colony prior to the commencement of this Act, and
who shall produce certified copies of their marriage registers, and
shall show that they are the persons therein referred to, register
such marriage, notwithstanding that any such marriage may have
been a polygamous marriage or that the man may have been married
in this Colony under the provisions of the said law to any other
Indian woman.
* Arthur Oliver Villiers Russell, Second Baron of Ampthill (1869-1936);
Governor of Madras, 1899-1906; acted as Viceroy and Governor-General of
India in 1904. He took active interest in the Indian struggle in South Africa
and was Chairman of South Africa British Indian Committee; wrote the intro-
duction to Doke's biography of Gandhiji, vide Vol. IX, pp. 578-80.
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